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LFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPOR 


ual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  ending^ 

31st  December,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Camelford  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  the  81st  December,  1940. 
The  report  is  set  out  in  accordance  with  instructions  as  per  Circular  2067  (England)  Ministry  of  Health, 
dated  19th  July,  1940. 

Owing  to  the  R.  G.  Returns  being  circulated  later  than  usual  this  naturally  makes  the 
publication  of  this  report  much  later  and  owing  to  war,  and  war  conditions,  the  report  is  curtailed  as 
much  as  possible. 

Social  Conditions  and  General  Characteristics. 

This  is  much  as  in  previous  reports,  the  district  is  comprised  of  13  parishes,  with  an 
acreage  of  52,544  acres. 


Granite  and  Slate  Quarrying,  China  Clay  Production  and  Agriculture  comprise  the  chief 
industries  of  the  district. 


Population  1921 
„ 1931 

„ 1938 

„ 1939 

„ 1940 


7,730 

7,550 

7,078 

6,999 

7,485 


No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  according  to  rate  books— 2330. 


Total  Rateable  Value,  1940 
„ „ 1939 

Total  Penny  Rate  Product,  1940 
„ ,,  1939 


£21,828 
£21,687 
£92  0 11 
£92  10  8 


Yital  Statistics. 


All  causes 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Influenza 

Cancer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
Diabetes 

Intracran  : vase  : lesions 

Heart  Disease 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Bronchitis 

Pheumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  ; of  stomach  or  duodenum 
Diarrhoea  under  2 years 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 

Con  : mal : birth  inj : infant : dis  : 
Road  Traffic  Accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


M.  F. 

74  76 

1 
1 
2 

1 

2 

3 1 
2 

4 11 

3 

18  10 

18  24 

1 2 

2 6 

5 1 
2 

1 

1 

1 

1 2 

1 
2 
2 

13  11 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b2908989x 


Population — R.G.  Returns,  7,485. 


Live  Births  | 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

99 

7 

M. 

55 

3 

F. 

44  ’ 

1 Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

1 population  Mid-1940  13‘23 

Stillbirths 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Deaths 

150 

74 

76 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  20'04 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Total.  M.  F. 

3 3 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  1 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„ Heart  Disease 

„ Bronchitis 

The  deaths  from  Cancer  unfortunately  show  an  increase  on 
previous  years,  the  return  for  1939  being  14. 


21 

44 

8 


Water. 

Analysis,  bacteriologically  and  chemically,  were  made  of  all  the  main  supplies  and  in 
every  case  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Plans  had  been  prepared  for  schemes  of  Sewage  Disposal  for  St.  Breward,  Delabole  and 
St.  Teath.  Unfortunately  this  has  had  to  be  shelved  for  the  period  of  the  war  and  little  will  be  gained 
by  further  comment  in  this  report. 

Streams  and  Rivers,  Swimming  Baths,  Pools,  Playing  Fields  and  open  spaces. 

Nothing  need  be  reported  under  these  headings  at  the  present  time. 

Rag  Flock  Act,  1911 — 1928,  Smoke  Abatement,  Foods. 

No  action  necessary  during  the  year. 

Legislation  and  Bye-laws  in  force. 

This  is  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shop  Order. 

There  is  little  fresh  to  record  under  this  heading.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  more  are 
coming  on  the  Accredited  Producers  Milk  Roll  every  year. 

Housing. 

The  Housing  Rural  Workers’  Act  has  accomplished  much  good  work.  This  and  other 
Housing  Acts  have  been  responsible  for  big  improvements  of  Housing  conditions  generally. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Tear,  1940. 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified. 

Cases 

admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Smallpox 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Euteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

Nil 

Pueiperal  Fever 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Erjsipelas 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Measles 

34 

Nil 

Nil 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

Nil 

1 

The  Return  for  Notifiable  Diseases  is  much  heavier  than  usual,  but  is  in  no  way  abnormal, 
considering  the  increased  population  owing  to  Evacuees.  A large  percentage  of  the  cases  occured 
amongst  the  Evacuated  Children  and  in  some  cases  within  a few  days  of  arrival. 


Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  of  Mortality  during  1940. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

Non- Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respiratory. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

85 

45 

55 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  ... 

1 

1 

1 

4 

3 

4 

In  spite  of  the  increase  in  population  due  to  Evacuation  the  general  health  of  the  district 
has  been  satisfactory. 

Infectious  diseases  have  been  moi'e  prevalent  than  in  past  years  but  they  have  heen  of  a 
mild  form  and  no  serious  results  have  come  to  light.  The  principal  epidemics  have  been  of  Measles 
and  Chicken  Pox.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  have  been  well  under  control.  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  has  been  continued  by  the  Council.  The  results  of  this  have  been  satisfactory 
which  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  no  cases  have  occured  in  the  district.  Over  50%  of  the  child 
population  have  been  immunised  and  it  is  hoped  under  new  arrangements  that  this  figure  will  be 
improved  upon  in  the  near  future. 

The  children  imported  from  towns  and  cities  have  settled  in  well  and  are  all  the  better  for 
iheir  stay  in  the  district.  The  question  of  a hostel  is  one  which  still  has  to  be  gone  into.  A suitable 
premises  is  difficult  to  find,  with  sufficient  ground  where  the  children  may  have  exercise.  It  seems  a 
pity  that  properties  which  are  ideal  for  the  purpose  should  be  retained  by  military  authorities  although 
they  are  allowed  to  be  empty  month  in  and  month  out. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Council  Offices,  19<A  August,  1941. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


